E-learning and multimedia
on The Social and Health Care School Aarhus, Denmark

The Social and Health Care School in Aarhus are developing and practising new educational environments for short terme vocational courses using new technology for communication, cooperation and learning material.
We call the new courses e-learning courses, because the traditional classroom and teacher organization is partly replaced by internet communication and participant cooperation.

The traditional one or two week classroom courses have been developed into mixed courses over a period of 2 month – integrating 5 to 7 days of classroom activities and internet based activities between the face to face sessions.

The participants in these courses are care takers from 25 to 60 years of age. Most of them are not familiar with the new technologies and independent learning activities.

The goals of this innovation are:

· to integrate the everyday working experience of the participants into the learning processes, that is to tear down the wall between learning and working
· to train the participants to learn to learn and to learn to use the new technological tools for educational purposes, thus supporting the first steps of lifelong learning
· to inspire the participants with new multimedia based materials and to inspire them to express themselves with all kinds of media, thereby supporting their selfconfidens.

The e-learning courses are quite complex, because the participants have to work with three dimensions during the entire course: a new way of working with the professional issues, a new way of independent and not teacher centered learning – and learning to use the technological tools.
The material and the communication is 100% internet based and the participants can access the learning environment from the school, from their workplace and from home.

One of the most important elements in this innovative learning environment is to develop new forms of materials. We want to reduce the amount of purely text based material and offer the participants a wide range of different and very visual materials, based on story telling instead of information.

Therefore the school has established a professional multimedia production team, producing original internet based multimedia material to the e-learning courses. This team, sosuMedia, developes new multimedia material for every single course, in cooperation with the teachers and considering the special needs of the different target groups of participants.
Thus inspired by the new and very exiting materials, the participants themselves are encouraged to use as many forms of expressions as possible.

It is a very special dimension in our e-learning courses, that the individual participant has access to all kinds of extra training, he or she might wish or need. The teachers, the multimedia designers and the e-learning consultant will respond positively to the participants’ requests concerning training in the use of both technological hardware and software. These training activities is integrated in the e-learning course.
You might say, that the primary goal of our new learning environments is to support the personal competency and media literacy of the individual participant.
The e-learning and multimedia department is engaged in the following projects:

EU Social Fund: E-learning for low educated adults
EU Leonardo: IGUANA – interactive guding, a new approach
EU Leonardo: MUTUAL – training migrants for multi-cultural work in childcare

The Municipality of Aarhus / IBM: Teaching pre-school children to express themselves with multimedia tools

EU Grundtvig: CADE – new teacher competencies to act in diversity environments 
[to be approved august 04]

EU Equal: Mpowermen2men: fighting the gender segregation in the care taking labour market

[submitted June 04].

You can visit the following english links to get further information:

www.jangejel.dk/JGlibrary - projects, papers...
www.sosunoeglen.dk/englishsummary.htm – the e-learning project.

On these websites you can get an impression of the multimedia productions

www.sosumedia.dk – the multimedia team [“guest” / “guest”]
www.kufferten.dk - creative site for pedagogical work with pre-school children.

In the text New learning environments... you get an elaboration of the e-learning and multimedia concepts.

The e-learning concultant and sosuMedia act as trainers, designers and advicers in different national and european contexts.
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